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2008 Little Black Dress for MS Champagne 
Luncheon and Fashion Show in Des Moines, Iowa
Now is the time to get out your favorite little black dress and invite your friends to the 
4th Annual Little Black Dress for MS Champagne Luncheon. Guests are encouraged to 
wear their little black dresses in a show of solidarity and support for all those affected 
by MS. Since MS affects nearly two-thirds more women than men, it is only fitting to 
celebrate the strength of those whose lives have been touched by MS.

Ellen Sue Stern, renowned author, lecturer, and motivational speaker, will be the guest 
speaker at the October 17, 2008 event, held at the West Des Moines Marriott. Known 
for her witty approach to the unexpected twists life can throw one’s way, Ellen Sue is a 
Celebrity Ambassador for the National MS Society and works with individuals dealing 
with any number of life’s “surprises.” Guests will also enjoy a fashion show sponsored by 
Aimee, a high-end boutique in Des Moines’ East Village.

Tickets for this elegant affair are $50 per person or $350 for a table of eight. Visit  
www.littleblackdressforMS.org or call 1-800-344-4867 for details.

The North Central States Chapter of 
the National MS Society is proud to 
be a source of information about MS. 
Comments are based on professional 
advice, published experience, and 
expert opinion, but do not represent 
therapeutic recommendations or 
prescriptions. For specific information 
and advice, consult a qualified 
physician. The North Central States 
Chapter of the National MS Society 
does not endorse products, services, 
or manufacturers. Such names 
appear here solely because they are 
considered valuable information. 
The chapter assumes no liability 
whatsoever for the contents or use of 
any product or service mentioned.
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inding a cure for MS is a top priority 
of the National MS Society. In 
addition to providing support and 
education for those living with MS, 
the Society funds more MS research 

than any other private organization in the 
world. By supporting research and providing 
the resources people with MS need to keep 
moving forward, the Society is fulfilling its 
promise to create a world free of MS. 

One major research initiative is the Promise 
2010 Campaign, a set of projects designed 
to look further into under-studied, yet 
promising avenues of prevention, treatment, 
and understanding. The North Central States 
Chapter has pledged $100,000 for this effort 
and the Society’s combined investment will 
total $30 million to fund four major research 
areas: nervous system repair, pediatric MS, a 
long-term quality of life study, and a study 
on the lesion patterns of MS.

Nervous system repair and protection
Four teams of scientists received $15.6 
million from the Society to expedite the 
search for a way to reverse the damage that 
MS causes. By bringing together four of the 
top research teams in this area of study, the 
Society is fostering collaboration and as 
a result, speeding the process of bringing 

symptom reversing drugs to market.

Pediatric treatment centers
Although MS is typically diagnosed in 
people ages 20-50, advancements in 
technology have led to more children being 
diagnosed with the disease. Right now, it is 
estimated that 25,000 children under the 
age of 18 have MS. While an early diagnosis 
has its benefits  - such as being able to track 
and understand the disease better – there 
are scientific and medical obstacles. Many 
doctors have little or no experience dealing 
with MS in children and none of the six FDA-
approved drugs for treating MS have been 
tested thoroughly on children.

The Society has established six centers 
specializing in pediatric MS. The Pediatric MS 
Centers of Excellence not only treat children 
living with MS, they also share what they 
learn about MS in those under 18.  Learning 
more about the disease in its earliest 
stages advances the search for a cause and 
ultimately, a cure.

Sonya Slifka Longitudinal Study
Because MS affects each person differently, 
detecting patterns is vital for researchers 
to understand the disease. The Sonya Slifka 
Longitudinal Study was commissioned by 

The Society’s Promise to You
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